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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION 
 
The Schools for Life, also called Folk High Schools, were first conceptualized in 1831 by N.F.S 
Grundtvig, a Danish pastor, theologian, poet, and lyricist. Through the Schools for Life, 
Grundtvig sought to change the social and educational landscape of Denmark and promote 
resistance to the hegemonic forces of the time, which he felt would eventually lead to a decline 
in Danish society through a weakening in human fellowship (Broadbridge, Warren, & Jonas, 
2011).  The Schools for Life concept has spread across the globe and in North America it takes 
many forms.  One such form that has enjoyed a small presence is the Folk School.  According to 
the Folk Education Association of America (FEAA) there have been three waves of folk school 
founding, the mid 1920s to early 1930s, the late 1970s to early 1980s (Spicer, 1991, Fall), and 
once again beginning in the late 2000s and continuing today (Lifted by the heart, 2009).   
 
The Folk Education Association of America (FEAA), established in 1976, during the 
second wave of folk school founding in the United States, was founded with the mission 
of advocating and organizing around the Scandinavian concept of the folk school.  The 
FEAA continues its work today and in 2014 created a new project, the Folk School 
Alliance (FSA).  This project seeks to “revitalize the connections between schools,” 
supporting this new wave of folk school founding through to sustainability thereby 
contributing to the health and well-being of communities across North America (History-
FEAA, 2018) 
 

SECTION 2: SURVEY OVERVIEW 
 
This report summarizes the results of the Folk Education Association of America’s 2017 Folk 
School Alliance (FSA) Survey of Interest.  This report is intended as an initial analysis of school 
priorities and needs, service categories, and willingness to participate in ongoing activities of 
the Folk School Alliance.  The Folk Education Association of America (FEAA) analyzed the results 
of the survey and used them to formulate an action plan for Folk School Alliance 2018 
programming.  The Folk School Alliance programming aims to increase engagement between 
the FEAA and individual schools as well as engagement between schools, with an overall goal to 
“Build a cohesive and collaborative network of Folk Schools which will support new school 
development and sustainability of existing schools” (Murphy et al., 2016).   
 
The last FEAA survey of folk schools was completed in 2014.  The 2014 survey was the first 
survey conducted with the intention of creating a Folk School Alliance, and resulted in an online 
directory of schools, which has been updated on an on-going basis, and an initial attempt at a 
closed social media group for schools.  In 2016, the FEAA began development of their work 
plan, fondly referred to as the “Play Plan” as the FEAA is entirely staffed by volunteer board 
members.  The FEAA plans to revise and update their “Play Plan” on a biennial basis, conducting 
a School Survey on the odd years as a means of monitoring progress towards the achievement 
of goals and updating those goals, should the schools identify new opportunities.   
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SECTION 3: HOW THE SURVEY WAS CONDUCTED 
 
The survey was administered by the FEAA Board Secretary, Dawn J Murphy from May 29, 2017 
until November 3, 2017.  An invitation to participate in the survey was sent by email through 
the Folk Education Association of America’s Mailchimp account to all folk schools listed on the 
online directory (www.folkschoolalliance.org) as of May 28, 2017 (42 schools).  On June 4, 2017, 
the FEAA distributed their Spring 2017 Folk School Alliance eNewsletter.  At the time of the 
mailing, this newsletter had a subscriber list of 148 recipients.  The subscribers include folk 
school representatives, however the FEAA does not limit subscription to the newsletter and 
therefore it is open to the public.  The eNewsletter included a link to the survey in the header 
section of the newsletter with a request for schools to participate.  An additional Mailchimp 
email invitation to participate was sent June 8, 2017 to schools on the online directory (45 
schools).   
 
The Mailchimp email invitations and eNewsletter link resulted in seven completed responses to 
the survey.  Beginning on July 1, 2017, the Board Secretary, began contacting individual schools 
via phone and direct email from the FolkEdu@gmail.com email address.  This type of outreach 
continued throughout the summer months and was directed to FSA listed schools and any new 
schools found.  As of September 22, 2017, there were 17 survey responses collected.  One 
school had two respondents and therefore 16 schools were represented in the data.  
Preliminary results of the survey, based on the 17 respondents, were shared in the Fall 2017 
FSA eNewsletter on October 10, 2017.  Two additional schools were contacted by other FEAA 
board members over the course of the next month for a total of 19 respondents representing 
18 schools (one school having two different respondents). The survey closed following the last 
respondent’s entry on November 3, 2017. 
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2. In March of 2018 the FSA began offering a schedule of online facilitated discussions on 

topics requested through the survey and/or requested in the closed social media group.  
The first meeting topics included a funding opportunity, supporting instructors’ 
pedagogical growth, and a brief discussion of residential housing options at schools.  
Additional topics for future meetings may include an overview of Folk Education 
principles, marketing and publicity, fiscal management, funding and fee structures, and 
general non-profit support. The FSA will do its best to facilitate discussions on these 
topics or to find presenters with the expertise to help. 

 
3. The FSA Newsletter is published quarterly and the Folk Education Association of 

America’s website currently posts the most comprehensive listing of North American 
based folk schools.  Board members of the FEAA produce the newsletter and maintain 
the website.  School leaders and representatives who wish to contribute to the 
newsletter should contact the FEAA board through the following email address 
FEAA@folkschoolalliance.org. 
 

 
Social Transformation Project 
 
In July 2017, during the implementation of the FSA Survey of Interest, a request for proposals 
inviting applications for the 2017-18 Social Transformation Project (STP) grants was announced 
to Fielding Graduate University (FGU) Students and Alumni.  Dawn Jackman Murphy, a current 
student at FGU and FEAA Board Secretary, contacted Vicky Eiben EdD, an alumna of FGU and 
former FEAA Board Member, and Chris Spicer, an alumnus of FGU and current FEAA Board 
Treasurer to submit a grant proposal.  David Willis PhD, an FGU faculty member, sponsored the 
grant proposal, which was submitted in September 2017 and requested $8,000 for activities in 
support of what is now called “The Folk School Alliance Community of Practice: Creating Spaces 
for Social Transformation” project.  On October 15, 2017 the proposal team received notice of 
the grant awarded.  Primarily, this grant award supports the addition of two regional face to 
face meetings of the Folk School Alliance Community of Practice to the 2018 programming 
proposed following the analysis of this survey.  These meetings are currently in the planning 
stages and are scheduled for fall 2018.  See Appendix B for the STP proposal submission. 
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APPENDIX A: SURVEY TEXT 
Folk School Alliance - Survey 2017 

In 2014, the Folk Education Association of America (FEAA) launched the Folk School Alliance 
with the primary purpose of building a national network of folk schools to engage new, 
experienced, and long-serving schools across the USA in mutually beneficial communication 
and collaboration. These efforts continue and we request your help in determining how the 
FEAA can best serve your needs. 

Please complete the brief survey below. 

* Required 
Name of school/organization * 
Who do you represent? * 
Mark only one oval (These categories of age were not used in the analysis above). 

o A new folk school (founded within the last 2 years)  
o An experienced folk school (2-10 years of operation)  
o A long-serving folk school (10+ years of operation)  
o Other:  

Tell us how your school would like to participate in the FSA. Check all that apply.  
Check all that apply. 

o as a featured school in the FSA Newsletter  
o contributing short written articles and photographs for the FSA Newsletter or 

FEAA website  
o attending online (Zoom) folk school/education related presentations  
o facilitating an online meeting (Zoom) or discussion  
o sharing your story with other folk schools (the good, the bad, the ugly on your 

way to success)  
o participating in an online forum for questions and answers such as through a 

private Facebook group  
o attending regional face-to-face gatherings of the Folk School Alliance  
o attending national conferences related to Folk Education/Popular Education  
o mentoring a new US folk school leader through telephone or online meeting 

formats (Zoom, email, etc.)  
o being mentored by an experienced or long-term folk school through telephone 

or online meeting formats (Zoom, email, etc.)  
o becoming a member of the FEAA board and meeting monthly to plan and 

implement support strategies for US folk schools  
o Other:  
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What topics or discussion do you think would be most beneficial for the Folk School 
Alliance to address?  
  
  
  
  
  
Please list any other schools/organizations who you think should be included in our 
survey.  
  
  
  
  
  

Listing on the Folk School Alliance website? 

If you would like your folk school/organization added to the FSA online network list or if 
your listing needs to be updated, please fill out the information below. 
60-100 word description of your school/organization for the FSA online network listing.  
  
  
  
  
  
City  
State  
Website Link  
What is the focus/foci of your school/organization? (check all that apply)  
Check all that apply. 

o Traditional Skills  
o Arts and Crafts  
o Music  
o Dance  
o Nature, environment, or ecology  
o Regional cultural and/or historic preservation  
o Lifelong Learning  
o Personal Development  
o Economic Development including Micro-prenuership  
o Community Development  
o Community Organizing  
o Grundtvigian  
o Religious or Spiritual  
o Other:  
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Contact Email (will not be posted...for FEAA contact purposes only)  
Contact Phone Number (will not be posted...for FEAA contact purposes only)  
Contact Person (will not be posted...for FEAA contact purposes only)  
Comments, questions, suggestions?  
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Outcomes: 
• Increased collaboration at national and regional levels within the US Folk School Alliance 

membership 
• Greater connection for new US Folk Schools to the traditions of Grundtvigian Folk 

Education Philosophy and community development/empowerment through Popular 
Education 

• An ongoing mediated asynchronous discussion group of the Folk School Alliance 
• Four to six synchronous online national study circle meetings of the Folk School Alliance 

Membership (topics to be determined by survey of the membership) 
• Two regionally facilitated face to face meetings of the Folk School Alliance membership 

(Upper Midwest and Pacific Northwest) 
• Video, audio, and print media resulting from asynchronous discussions and synchronous 

online and face to face meetings of the Folk School Alliance 
• Publications identifying and analyzing the trends of Folk Education in the US, with a focus 

on those trends impacting social transformation within the communities where folk 
schools are located and the potential for broader social transformation efforts through 
the Folk School Alliance 

Faculty Sponsor and Relevant Expertise: 
David Blake Willis, the faculty sponsor for this project, has a deep interest in social justice and 
transformative education.  Undoubtedly, folk schools have a history and an ongoing potential 
for cultivating these two elements within the adult learners and communities in which they 
are built.  

Student Learning Opportunities: 
• Cross disciplinary collaborations between the faculty sponsor, current student, and alumni 

(Human Development, Educational Leadership for Change, and Integral Studies) 
• Convening of regional and national community folk school leaders 
• Documenting and publishing materials, narratives and analysis community of practice 

trends 

Community Partners: 
• Folk Education Association of America Board of Directors – Carol Voigt, Mary Catani, 

Marilyn Jackson, and Jennifer Ramsey 
• Folk School Alliance Membership (49 schools) 
• Arbutus Folk School Founder – Stacey Waterman-Hoey 
• Portland Folk School Founder – Amanda Kanter 
• Bellingham Folk School Founder - Cayley Schmid 
• South Puget Sound Community College (meeting venue) 
• Driftless Folk School Director – Greg Wright 
• Driftless Folk School Founding Board Member - Jacob Hundt 
• North House Folk School Founder - Mark Hansen 
• Danebod Folk School (meeting venue) 
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